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It’s official:  Plumas Charter School’s charter petition has been approved for another five years!  

The renewal process this time around has been fairly extensive, and we are pleased to report that 

the district and charter school have found consensus and closure.  Our updated petition can be 

found on our website.  Thank you for supporting us through this process. 

Quincy families-thank you for completing the pre enrollment survey last month.  It helps 

administration greatly to have information as early as possible for the planning process.  Schedules 

for the Quincy programs for the 2018-2019 school year will be available for review by the end of 

March, and we will schedule a parent meeting to allow for discussion around programs and 

facilities, the second week in April.  Please be on the look out for the school messages!  The leases 

on the new facilities will begin in May, with renovation work beginning at the end of April.  There 

are several other surveys that will be distributed in the next six weeks, so please continue to take 

the time to complete them.  We greatly appreciate your involvement. 

Open enrollment for all programs (all sites) will be held between March 15 and April 15.  If you 

are planning on re enrolling your child(ren) with PCS for the 2018-2019 school year, or enrolling 

siblings of current students, make sure you complete this process to take advantage of priority 

status.  The pre-enrollment numbers as of April 15th will determine whether or not a lottery is 

necessary.  Ongoing open enrollment will continue after that time, and students will be enrolled 

on a first come first serve basis as program capacities allow. 

There are many exciting events and activities happening over the next couple of months, so please 

be on the look out for information and schedules.  We look forward to seeing everyone during 

these dinner fundraisers, multi day trips, performances, fairs, day field trips, and graduation 

ceremonies! 

Thank you for another productive year and for allowing us to serve your children. 

-Taletha Washburn 

UPWARD BOUND COMES TO PLUMAS CHARTER 

Feather River College was able 

to increase their grant to 

include Plumas Charter School 

high school students in the 

popular Upward Bound college 

preparation course for the first 

time this year.  The 

program is open to students 

whose parents/guardians 

have not completed a four 

year degree and meet 

h o u s e h o l d  i n c o m e 

thresholds.  The goal of the 

program is to guide 

s t u d e n t s  t o w a r d s 

completing secondary 

education and continuing 

on to postsecondary 

education.  Students meet 

with an Upward Bound advisor 

once per week during the 

school year and agree to 

participate in summer course 

work, including visits to 

various colleges.   

In order to apply for the 

program, students are required 

to complete an application and 

agree to be interviewed about 

their interest in the program 

and goals for college.  Plumas 

Charter School has five 

students from the Quincy 

site and two from IVA 

currently enrolled, but 

t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l 

applications are pending. 

“The more non-Upward 

Bound students see what 

UB does, the more 

students are interested in 

joining”, said Audrey 

Peters, Upward Bound 

Program Advisor. 
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Open Enrollment 
 

Parents and guardians:  

Open Enrollment forms 

are available for 
students continuing 

with us for the 
upcoming school year.  

Forms were also sent 
via email and posted to 
our website. Open 

Enrollment will close 
April 15th. Contact the 

PCS Registrar, Renee 
Cervantes at 283-3851 

with any questions. 



Chester Learning Center 11th grader, 

Taylor James recently traveled to 

Universal Technical Institute in 

Sacramento to tour the campus and 

participate in a scholarship contest.  

Taylor won 3rd place and received a 

$5000 scholarship towards his fees.  

Taylor is planning to pursue a career in 

diesel mechanics after high school, and 

UTI is a premier technical institute for all 

mechanical trades.  The north state is 

fortunate to have UTI’s newest campus 

located right in our backyard, as opposed 

to their next closest location in Phoenix, 

Arizona.  

the trout 

population, 

s t r e a m 

e c o l o g y , 

and the 

watershed 

t h a t 

s u p p o r t s  s o  m u c h  i n  o u r 

communities. Part three will be a 

field trip to learn about casting. 

 

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM 

Quincy Learning Center high school 

students are participating in a three-

part course of study with Trout 

Unlimited. PCS is working with 

Michelle King, Program Coordinator 

for Trout in the Classroom, and 

students recently had a visit from 

volunteers with the Feather River 

chapter of Trout Unlimited as part 

two of the studies where students 

where instructed in how to tie their 

own fishing flies. The first part of the 

program was students learning about 

“Stay focused, go after your dreams and keep moving towards your goals.”  LL Cool J 
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Trout Unlimited’s Mission 

To conserve, protect and 

restore North America’s 

coldwater fisheries and  

their watersheds. 

People who are in politics to be right all the time would be 
better off taking up fly-fishing. It's less dangerous. Politics that 

is not applied in the real world and doesn't address the real 
challenges and paradoxes and agonies is a hobby.  

 

- Neil Kinnock, British Parliament 



Tirrell Baum is ready to 

join the world of teaching! 

Wow, what a year of changes it’s 

been. As everyone who has ever 

moved knows, it is hard work, 

double, even triple that to move an 

entire school!   

Students and staff are happy with 

their new location in Taylorsville, 

even with a bit less space. “We are 

doing quite well at our new site”, 

says Adminstrative Assistant, Pam 

Lyman. 

There are several students utilizing 

Plumas Transit to travel from Chester 

and Quincy in order to attend IVA.  

The inevitable issues with public 

transportation have not hampered the 

enthusiasm for students that 

appreciate having the ability to attend 

classes.  Flexibility is a key life skill 

after all.  Additional transportation 

from Greenville to Taylorsville is 

being provided by PCS via a new 

school van. This service has created 

it’s own set of logistical challenges, 

but ultimately allowed for several 

students that might not otherwise be 

able to attend IVA. 

Educational program changes and 

refinements are ongoing, but the 

transition to 2nd semester went 

smoothly. There is a planned student 

showcase to the public on April 20th 

in Taylorsville.  See article below. 

Upcoming events for 8th-12th grade 

students include an end of year 

camping field trip to Monterey Bay 

where students will visit the 

Monterey Bay Aquarium and the 

Steinbeck Museum as part of their 

biology and literature studies. 

graduated high school she 

attended FRC and transferred 

to UNR to complete her 

degree. She has applied for, 

and hopes to attend UNR’s 

RET site: Cyber Security 

In i t ia t ive  for  Nevada 

Teachers. CISNT focuses on 

STEM research and education 

emphasizing cyber security 

awareness.  If selected, she 

will work closely with UNR 

site mentors in the following 

research areas: robotics/

PCS is happy to announce 

that Mrs. Baum will be 

conducting the student 

teaching portion of her 

Masters in Education program 

at the IVA 8-12 site.  She 

completed her Bachelors of 

Science in Mathematics from 

UNR with a GPA of 3.9  She 

is a native of Taylorsville and 

developed her passion for 

math while teaching her own 

children and tutoring their 

friends. Once her children had 

unmanned autonomous 

systems, biometrics and 

hardware systems, and 

wireless communication 

systems. 

Her degree in Mathematics 

also included courses in 

Computer Science and 

language.  

We are excited to have her 

sharing her knowledge with 

IVA students. 

MATH INTERN JOINS INDIAN VALLEY ACADEMY 

Students are given the freedom to 

explore nearly any subject area and 

create a project they will showcase as 

a still exhibit or live performance. A 

structured timeline with check points 

will assist students in meeting 

deadlines and staying focused. “The 

sky is limit on what students want to 

present”, said Veronica Tilton, IVA 

teacher and Student Showcase 

advisor. 

The showcase evening will include a 

community potluck dinner and all 

student presentations.  Parent and 

public participation is encouraged, so 

please mark your calendar to attend 

this fun, exciting event. 

Contact Veronica 

Tilton or Pam Lyman 

at 530.284.7050 for 

more information.   

IVA STUDENT SHOWCASE 

A student showcase is scheduled for 

April 20th from 6pm-8pm at the 

Taylorsville Historic Hall (formerly 

the Grange).  Students from Indian 

Valley Academy are working hard to 

find mentors and launch their 

projects which will be showcased to 

the public.  The showcase is best 

summarized as taking the concept of 

a science fair and expanding it across 

all curricular areas. 
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Japanese Maples decorate the front of 

wonderful new location right on Main 

Street in Taylorsville. 

INDIAN VALLEY ACADEMY ‘MOVES’ WITH THE FLOW 



Students from Indian Valley 

Academy and the Quincy Learning 

Center had opportunity to enjoy time 

on the slopes—despite the dismal 

snowfall to date.  

This year Tahoe Donner Ski Resort 

worked with us on providing 

discount pricing that included lessons 

and equipment—and we couldn’t 

be more grateful. 
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Miss Kathryn with 

 Kodie McAllister 

S.T.E.A.M.   The IVA K-8 program is 

doing something very different this 

semester, and thus far it’s been a huge 

success.  Under the teaching of Shalyn 

Goss and Lauren McIntyre, each day 

from 8:30-10am students engage in a class 

on Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Art, and Math.  This past learning period 

1st through 8th grade students were 

placed in teams and studied, in depth, 

Newton’s Laws of Motion.   

Through experimenting, journaling, 

building, and presenting one can feel and 

see the energy and creativity the students 

bring to the table. 

Comments such as, “I love STEAM as 

it’s fun and then I’m ready to sit down 

and do math”, or “this is the best class 

ever” are what makes all the prep work 

worthwhile. 

Many students will presenting a STEAM 

related project during the IVA Student 

Showcase on April 20th (see article on 

Page 3). 

needed.  Miss Kathryn has 

introduced many students 

to the gift of music by 

bringing it into the 

classrooms where she’s 

worked over the years. She 

has played piano at 

numerous PCS events and 

is always quick to lend a 

hand whenever needed—

musically or otherwise. 

All of the PCS staff, 

student body, and parents 

are thankful for the 

flexibility, dedication, and 

enthusiasm she brings to 

our school—regardless of 

the role she is in from year 

Miss Kathryn has been a 

special part of Plumas 

Charter’s Quincy site for 

seven years. And based on 

how loved she is, we hope 

it’s seven more. She has 

worked as an Instructional 

Aide in the elementary 

classrooms and this year 

she shares her time as 

Librarian  and SPED 

Instructional Aide.  

Her love of music, 

combined with her skill in 

playing piano, violin, and 

recently—the cello, enables 

her  to substitute for Johny 

McDonald’s lessons when 

to year, even moment to 

moment. 

Thank you Miss Kathryn 

for all that you do and for 

your generous spirit. 

SPIRIT AND GENEROSITY AMONG US 

“Kids should engineer before they can spell it.”  - Christine Cunningham 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ART, MATH 



Students in the Computer Science class at 

the Chester Learning Center leave the 

computers on the sidelines for a day and 

learn a valuable lesson in perseverance. 

New and unsolved problems are often 

pretty hard. If we want to have any 

chance of making something creative, 

useful and clever, then we need to be 

willing to attack hard problems even if it 

means failing a few times before we 

succeed. 

Students worked together to build a 

structure out of toothpicks and gum drops 

that  could support the weight of a 

textbook for at minimum of 10 seconds.  

The entire class period was spent on the 

activity and ultimately led to some 

frustration when none of the team efforts 

were successful. However, the real 

success came from learning that failure is 

not the end of a journey, but a hint of 

how to succeed. 

 

ART IN THE CLASSROOM WITH MISS REBECCA 
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Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.  - Steve Jobs 

Emma Leff and Neesa DeShazer 

working on their Zines 

Samantha Hymas and Lucy Joseph 

working on perspective drawings 

Aubrey Hardgaves and Wyatt Fullerton 

working on perspective drawings 

Students in Miss Cindy’s class 

present their paper mache masks 

Students in Miss Mel’s class celebrate paper 

mache masks with recycled materials 

Tyler Nash models his 

mask with style 

Emma Stafford and her 

unicorn bunny mask 

Students in Miss Kara’s class  

with their animal masks 



Junior high students in Mr. 

Cavanaugh’s class at the Quincy 

Learning Center have been learning 

computer coding this year. Students 

use the website code.org—a free site 

set up various tech firms) to learn the 

basics of computer science, including 

how to write code.   

Students progress at their own pace 

based on experience and are given 

opportunities to apply what they have 

learned.  Parents and students can 

access the website from home if they 

are interested in learning to code, or 

wish to advance their knowledge. 

also learning to identify 

and respond to the musical 

elements of loud, soft, high 

pitch, low pitch, fast and 

slow through various call 

and response games. 

Music instructor, Greg 

Willis, is helping Kinder-

garteners learn about music 

through singing songs, 

playing with rhythms, 

dance, and with guest per-

formers. Students are learn-

ing about using the sylla-

bles in words to make mu-

sical rhythms.  They are 

MUSIC IN MISS INGE’S CLASSROOM 

word foglia, which translates 

to leaf or foliage. Many 

students learned the word 

English word foliage 

s imul taneously  whi le 

l earning  the  I ta l ian 

translation, broadening not 

o n l y  t h e i r  I t a l i a n 

vocabulary, but their 

English vocabulary as well. 

ITALIAN AT CHESTER LEARNING CENTER 

Learning a new language 

helps in many different areas 

of education. Students 

enrolled in Italain, taught by 

Janae LaGroue, at the 

Chester Learning Center are 

learning cognates—words that 

have similar sounds and/or 

spellings in both the target 

language and English, or any other 

language.  An example is the Italian 

“A different language is a different vision of life.”  - Federico Fellini 
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Junior High students take advantage  

of coding lessons. 

QUINCY JUNIOR HIGH LEARNING TO CODE 

High school students practice their Italian while playing 

“Memoria” - a takeoff on the classic Memory game. 



Students and staff can benefit from the 

following themes/topics from Vanessa’s 

sessions:  

 history of yoga and modern yoga 

 mind-body awareness, healthy and 

balanced vs. body-image focus 

 setting positive affirmations to 

improve self-talk 

  confidence and strength 

 stress and anxiety reduction practices 

Quincy Learning Center high school 

students and staff  are enjoying one hour 

sessions of morning bliss practicing yoga 

with Vanessa at the Quincy Yoga and 

Wellness Center.  Vanessa lives, works, 

and plays in the magnificent home of our 

Feather River watershed community. She 

teaches a heart-centered Hatha Vinyasa 

practice the encourages movement, 

strength, and awareness.   

Yoga has the power to connect humans 

more deeply to the earth, and Vanessa 

shares a tradition that celebrates our 

collective aliveness.  She has a M.A. in 

Environment & Community Studies from 

Humboldt State and is a 200-hour 

certified yoga instructor from the 

Avahana School of Yoga. 

If you are losing balance in your 

YOGA pose, reach higher. It will 

steady you. This is true not just in 

your practice but everywhere in 

your life. 

YOGA FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

STAFF DIRECTORY 

 

Taletha Washburn  taletha@plumascharterschool.org 

Sue Weber  sweber@plumascharterschool.org 

Ryan Schramel  rschramel@plumascharterschool.org 

Patrick Joseph  pjoseph@plumascharterschool.org 

Cindy Thackeray  cthackeray@plumascharterschool.org 

Keri Reed  kreed@plumascharterschool.org 

Kara Torrence  kara@plumascharterschool.org 

Lori Hahn  lhahn@plumascharterschool.org 

Dawnette Dryer  ddryer@plumascharterschool.org 

Inge Stock  istock@plumascharterschool.org 

Johnny Stafford  jstafford@plumascharterschool.org 

Brittini Wade  bwade@plumascharterschool.org 

Casey Peters  cpeters@plumascharterschool.org 

Shalyn Goss  sgoss@plumascharterschool.org 

Veronica Tilton  vtilton@plumascharterschool.org 

Andre Essue  aessue@plumascharterschool.org 

Paul Cavanaugh pcavanaugh@plumascharterschool.org 

Melanie Strahm  mstrahm@plumascharterschool.org 

Jeb Heiman  jheiman@plumascharterschool.org 

Lauren McIntyre  lmcintyre@plumascharterschool.org 

Janae LaGroue  jlagroue@plumascharterschool.org 

  

Would you consider becoming a Parent 

volunteer with Mountain Valley Parents Club, 

the PTO for Plumas Charter School?  Even a 

small amount of time, or a specific task, means 

the world to students and teachers.  Watch your school email for 

announcements of meeting times and places.   


